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Last Friday we bid farewell to Ian Lamont. Ian passed away quietly and peacefully just seven months after he was diagnosed with lung cancer. Although a ‘newer’ member of the MSGV, he was a stalwart who rarely missed a camp or a committee meeting. His wonderful dry sense of humour will be missed around the campfire. He was an enthusiastic naturalist and photographer, and his knowledge on almost any topic, and know-how surrounding any problem which arose, was second to none. We say goodbye to a quiet, unassuming gentleman.
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Vale Ian 
 Camp dates for 2015: 

Jan 24-26



Jul 11-12

Feb - not scheduled 

Aug 8-9

Mar 7-9



Sep 5-6

Apr 3-6


        Oct 3-4


May 9-10 

        Oct 31-Nov 3 

Jun 6-8 


        Dec 26-

The date and venue for the Christmas get together will be discussed at the next camp, and members notified after the weekend.

The next camp will be held over the Cup weekend, 1- 4 November at Murray Valley Parks, in the northeast. Andrew has previously emailed the details to everyone. We will be camped at Shelley, and surveying several parks in the vicinity.

The last camp was held at “Iveridge”, a private property in the Yarra Valley. The property is 120 hectares in area, consisting of a large river flat beside the Yarra River, backed by low hills. About 30% of the property has been cleared for grazing, and the remainder is covered by natural vegetation. This area, fenced off with the help of Melbourne Water, was where the survey work was concentrated. 

No trapping was carried out. 

Spotlighting recorded 4 Brushtail Possums, 1 Sugar Glider, 1 Black Wallaby, 3 foxes, 1 rabbit and a Sambar deer. 

Remote sensing cameras recorded 2 Wombats, I Sugar Glider, 3 Black Wallabies, and 2 animals which could not be identified. (images below)

Incidental sightings included 2 Platypus, 1 Echidna, 2 Wombats, 1 Black Wallaby, 2 rabbits and 1 Sambar Deer.

[image: image2.jpg]2014-10-11 11:07:46 PM M S5/10 @ acc

HC600 COVERT



  [image: image3.jpg]2014-10-12 3:15:22 AM M 6710 :® 6°C

!

Ak
HC600 COVERT
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Wombat
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  Sugar Glider

The Annual General Meeting was held last Wednesday and the committee was re-elected unopposed.

Chairman 


Andrew McCutcheon

Vice-chairman 

Jill Poynton

Hon. Sec/Treas. 

Chris Wilson

Records Equipment 
John Olden

Ordinary Members
June Stahle, Tony Shaeffe, Nancy McMurray

Andrew's Chairman's Report is below in full. 

The Treasurer's Report is summarized as follows:

Balance at the beginning of the year 
$12,290.79

Receipts 





     $796.70

Payments 





     $958.48
Balance at the end of the year

$12,129.01
Value of assets




$42,218.00

Records Report is summarized as follows: 

6 camps were held Jul 13 - Jun 14
Clydesdale, Harcourt, Mali Dunes, Cape Liptrap Wangarabelle, and Providence Ponds South

Trapping:

102 trap nights 
23 animals trapped (all Bush Rats)    22.6% trapping rate

Spotlighting:

5.75 hrs
  29 animals seen

0.2 animals/spot hour

Species recorded: Brushtail Possum, Ringtail Possum, Sugar Glider, Yellow-bellied Glider, Eastern Grey Kangaroo, Black Wallaby, Red-necked Wallaby

Bat-trapping

Traps were only set once. Bats trapped: 1 Little Forest Bat

Remote-sensing Cameras

Agile and Swainson’s Antechinus, Eastern Pygmy Possum, Long-nosed Bandicoot, Brushtail Possum, Wombat, Eastern Grey Kangaroo, Black Wallaby, Red-necked Wallaby, Bush Rat, New Holland Mouse (provisional identification), Mitchell’s Hopping Mouse, House Mouse, Rabbit, Feral Cat

Incidental records

Echidna, Swainson’s Antechinus, Sugar Glider, Eastern Grey Kangaroo, Black Wallaby, Western Grey Kangaroo, Red-necked Wallaby, Water Rat, Rabbit, Fallow Deer, Fox

Nest Boxes

Of 30 boxes checked, 2 contained Sugar Gliders, 7 contained Sugar Glider nests, and 9 contained Tuan nests

MSGV Chairman’s Report 2013 – 14
As some of us on the committee, including the Chairman and Vice-chairman were away during August our annual general meeting was postponed until October, which is the reason for the delay in preparing this report on our activities for the past year. Following the tradition of previous years this report covers events until the end of July this year.

First I must begin with the sad news that Ian Lamont, a member of MSGV and its committee passed away on the evening of Friday 17 October.  This is a significant loss of a member who regularly turned up and put in much effort to our surveys, becoming a good friend to many of us.  Ian’s absence from future MSGV activities will be sadly felt.  Our heartfelt condolences go to Loraine and Ian’s family.

We undertook six field survey camps over the past year, which for the second year in succession was a lower than the average achievement compared to previous years.  As with the summer of 2012/13 we experienced abnormally hot dry conditions throughout most of Victoria over the summer months with a long period of high fire danger.  These conditions forced us to cancel two survey camps in January and February. Another camp to check nest boxes fastened to trees had to be cancelled due to forecast high winds in August 2013.

Five of the six sites surveyed were on private properties located in Clydesdale, Harcourt, Yanac North, Cape Liptrap and northwest of Genoa in far East Gippsland, and one, Providence Ponds was on public land managed by Parks Victoria.  
Providence Ponds on the south side of the Princes Highway is worthy of special mention. It was surveyed again over the Queen’s Birthday weekend in June this year as a follow up to video footage obtained of a New Holland Mouse, a critically endangered species that could not be confirmed in June last year.  This time we obtained much improved images of small murids looking very much like New Holland Mice from four cameras, some with close-up lenses attached. As the cameras were well spaced apart on either side of a vehicle access track we could conclude that four individuals were detected. Despite the animals in our images closely resembling this species and not the House Mouse, another it resembles, we were still unable to obtain a positive confirmation of identification from a number of experts to whom the images were sent. 

Other significant findings were the high rate of use of nest boxes (18 out of 30) by Tuan and Sugar Gliders at Clydesdale. Two were occupied by Sugar Gliders at the time of inspection in September 2013. In addition to high numbers of Bush Rats and Common Ringtail Possums, a single Eastern Pygmy Possum was recorded by a camera trap set on a large vegetated private property at Cape Liptrap in early March this year.  

On behalf of all members I would like to now take the opportunity to thank the people who have put in an extra effort to enable the Mammal Survey Group to successfully continue with its activities.  

I would especially like to thank Jess Howard for continuing to host our meetings in her house with warm hospitality and supper. 

Once again a big thank you to Chris Wilson for his dual role as secretary and treasurer, and his contact with Department of Environment and Primary Industries to notify them of future camps and sending completed camp reports for their records and Atlas database.  We all appreciate Chris’s dedication in this role, and taking on the additional task of maintaining communication with DEPI, an important condition of our permit to conduct field surveys.

We are all indebted to Jill Poynton for preparing the MSGV Newsletters, managing camp records and summarizing the data to produce an overview of trapping results for the year. And thanks go to Allan and Jill for hosting a Christmas get-together on Sunday 8th December.  They also took on the task of towing the MSGV trailer to some of our recent camps.

I would like to thank Max Campbell for his enthusiasm in product research ensuring we purchased the best available equipment especially motion sensing cameras, and taking on the responsibility of housing the MSGV trailer with our survey equipment in his secure back yard.  Max has provided critical support to camp operations by programming and maintaining the remote sensing cameras and downloading still images and video footage on computer.

Thanks go to John and Di Olden for their leading role in field work with bats by organizing the setting of traps and handling to identify captured bats.

We must give a special thank you to the owners and/or land managers in kindly giving us permission to camp on their properties and being the perfect hosts over the last twelve months.  They include Liz Ingham, Trevor Coon, Beth and Ric Higgins and Celia Browne on the three Clydesdale properties, Noel and Linda Gurd at Harcourt; Bernie Fox and Sue Hayman-Fox at Mali Dunes; Richard Taylor at Cape Liptrap and Max James at ‘Riverbend’.

I would also like to thank all those who have organized locations and running MSGV camps over the last twelve months by taking on the responsibility as ‘Camp Commandant’. We especially appreciate the effort and generosity June and Phil Stahle put into organizing and leading a most enjoyable and successful camp at Cape Liptrap in March this year.  
We warmly welcome Ed and Anne Howell, and Barbara Burns as new members. 

Finally I would like to thank all MSGV members who have participated in our survey camps and activities over the past year.   
Andrew McCutcheon, 22 October 2014

